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JOY SAXTON began her career at 8 years old anchoring a local kids television show called Kids TV Express that won two national awards and aired for over ten years in Austin, Texas.  They did specials on Just Say No to Drugs Campaign, Aids Awareness, Sunshine Kids with Cancer, NASA Space Missions and more.  Joy also performed in over 20 plays, and was one of 15 Americans chosen to perform in Russia and the Ukraine during the Cold War, with a traveling play called Peace Child.  Joy has worked passionately with children for over 25 years teaching and developing programs that make a difference.

At age 17, Joy started a performing arts troop called A Little Laughter Productions and recruited forty young people to produce and perform in a play that toured nursing homes, children’s homes, homes for the mentally handicapped, and hospitals in Austin.  Joy was the youngest student accepted into the O’Neill National Theater Institute, which worked with world-renowned theatrical directors, studying Shakespeare in London.  Joy worked on a United Way Campaign, managing over 100 accounts in the professional division.  She was a Lead Dance Instructor for Believe in Me, teaching inner city children to dance through out Austin ISD schools, she managed over 400 children on stage at the Premiere Bass Concert Hall.

In her early twenties, Joy started a program called J.O.Y. International, a non-profit organization, and developed and implemented an educational curriculum for 11 elementary schools in partnership with Communities in Schools, that focused on kids making a difference around the world.  She wrote, produced and directed a kids television pilot called JOY Agents that was promoted by celebrity actors from the Disney channel.  Joy also produced and directed a short film with NASA about the first humanoid robot in outer space, Robonaut.

Joy moved to Houston, where she taught as an Acting Instructor for Page Parkes Modeling and Talent Agency, the largest talent agency in the Southwest.  She started the Joy Kids Studio located in West University and taught thousands of children to write, direct, film and act in movies.  The children’s movies were premiered annually at the River Oaks Theater. Students Joy has trained have landed starring roles in major motion pictures, network television series and nominated for a Tony Best Actress Award.  
 
Joy wrote and illustrated Joy and the Far Away Land that was published by Long Tale Publishing.  The Barbara Bush Literacy Foundation chose the book for the My Home Library program.  Joy’s book series has been promoted by select Barnes & Noble stores, The Mexic-Arte Museum and the Kendra Scott Stores.  Joy does literacy outreach into the most vulnerable communities and schools as a Guest Author teaching children to have cultural compassion and to love one another.  She started a non-profit called Rainbow Joy Books Foundation, which donates her books to teachers and school libraries. Joy has released Joy Goes to Mexico, Joy Goes to Paris and Joy Goes to Egypt is coming in 2025. Joy is currently a partner with Arts Connect, ARTreach and Young Audiences of Houston.

Joy has served on several boards and raised over a million dollars for charities working with an orphanage in Africa, Dell Children’s Hospital, J.O.Y. International and United Way.
